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At page 22, line 3, please replace "Fig." with —Figs. 6, 6(A) and 

V \ 

At page 22, line 4, please delete "6". 



In the Claims 



1. (Amended) A picture encoding apparatus for forming an 
encoded picture signal of a layer/structure composed of a plurality of layers, 
comprising: 

memory means for storing first control data included in header 
data of a predetermined layer [subsequently] subsequent to 
identification data; 

comparator jfaeans for comparing the first control data with 
second control dam included in the next header data of said 
predetermined layer [subsequently] subsequent to the identification 
data; and 

means [so operated as to transmit] for transmitting 
itification data nor the second control data when the 
and the second control data are [mutually] the same, 
it] for transmitting both the identification data and 
mtroydata when the first control data and the second 



encodi, 
neither th^ 
first cont 
[or] and [to\ 
the second 



control dati 



'different from each other. 



2. (^mended) The picture encoding apparatus according to claim 
1 , wherein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence layer, a [GOP 
(group of pictures)] group of pictures layer, a picture layer and a slice layer. 

3. / (Amended) A picture decoding apparatus for decoding an 
encoded p^bture signal of a layer structure composed of a plurality of layers, 
comprisi 
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memory mearfs for stdnng control data included in header data 
of a predetermined laj^lsj^osequently] and subsequent to 
identification dat 

decodiii^iiLeans for decoding the encoded picture signal by 
using, whejar^nonetof the je&mtrol data is existent in the] a next header 
data of ifaid predetaapined layer does not contain control data, [the] a 
preceding control data stored in said memory means. 



(Amended) The picture decoding apparatus accordj 
3, wherein said decodingTSeans^deJects^^^^ of the control 

dataJwfeen^tBe'identification data [is not existefit hdoes not exist . 



(Amended) The picture decoding apparatus according to claim 
3, wherein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence layer, a 
[GOP] group of pictures lay^r, a picture layer and a slice layer. 

£ * f£ (Amended) A picture recording medium having an encoded 
picture signal of a layer structure composed of a plurality of layers of 
different types, comprising: 

a first encoded picture signal of a predetermined layer 
including identification data and control data subsequent thereto; and 
a secoftcy encoded picture signal of a layer [being the same in 
kind] of a same jtvpe as said predetermined layer and [including none 
of] following said first encoded picture signal, wherein said second 
encoded picture signaQ omits the identification data and the control 



data. 



6 



St? (Arfiended) The picture recording medium according to claim 
3 * I 

wherein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence layer, a 

[GOP] group of /pictures layer, a picture layer and a slice layer. 
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(Amended) A picture encoding nafethod for forming an 
encoded picture signal of a layer structure composed of a plurality of layers, 
comprising the steps of: 

comparing first control dat£ which is included in header data 
of a predetermined layer [subsequently] subsequent to identification 
data, with second control data/included in [the] a next header data of 
said predetermined laj^er [subsequently] subsequent to the 
identification data;yand 

encoding ythe identification data and the second control data 
only when the firsK control dat^ and the second control data are 
different from each/#ther. 

(Amended* The\pi#ure encoding method according to claim 
wherein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence layer, a 
[GOP] group of pictu^ layer, a picture layer and a slice layer. 

(Ame/nded) A picture decoding [methods] method for 
decoding an encoded picture signal of a layer structure composed of a 
plurality of layers of different types, comprising the steps of: 

storing a first control data included in header data of a 
predeteipiined layer [subsequently] subsequent to identification data; 
and 

decoding the encoded picture signal by using the stored first 
contabl data when [none of the] a control data [is existent] does not 
exist in [the] a next header data of a layer [being the same in kind to] 
of A same type as said predetermined layer. 



1 1 . (Amended) The picUgS-jdeeedrngTnethod according to claim 
10, further comgpsiftg 5s ffie^steE^of detecting [the] a nonexistence of the 
"data when the identification dataTis-not^gx^ent] does not exist . 
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^ j?iZ. (Amended) The/picture decoding method according to claim 

wherein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence layer, a 
[GOP] group of pictures layqr, a picture layer and a slice layer. 

(Amended) A picture signal transmission method for 
transmitting encoded picture data of a layer structure composed of a plurality 
of layers of different typ es, comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a first encoded picture signal of a predetermined 
layer which includes identification data thereof and control data 
thereof, the [spid] control data subsequent [thereto] to the identification 
data; and 

dttifng a second encoded picture signal of a layer [being 
the sairfe id ktfid] ofia same type as said predetermined layer and 
including jfiofie of pthe] an identification data of the second encoded 
picture siffial anp none of a [the] control data of the second encoded 
picture 




I (Amended) The picture signal transmission method according 
to claim therein said predetermined layer is one of a video sequence 
layer, a [GOP] group of pictures layer, a picture layer and a slice layer. 



In the Abstract 

At page 33, line 5, please replace "And in" with —In—. 
At page^, lineW please replace "And if with —If—. 
At page 33, line f8, please replace "And when" with —When—. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. The specification has 
been amended to conform the specification to the drawings and to correct 
sentence structure. The abstract has been amended to correct sentence 
structure. Claims 1-14 have been amended to address the Examiner's 




